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U.S. Aides See Chance of Pact

On Avoiding War in Europe
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WASHINGTON, Jan. 30 — Eastern’

series of ‘‘confidence building’’ meas-
ures intended to reduce the risk of mis-
calculation and surprise attack. It also

addressed humanitarian concerns. The

conference now going on in Stockholm
is working on the Helsinki measures on
confidence .

Mr. Barry said the Administration
hopes to conclude a conference agree-
ment before November, when a meet-
ing is scheduled to review progress
since the signing of the Helsinki ac-

cords.

James E. Goodby, the former head of
the delegation, said in an interview that |
he also detected some positive move-
ment in the talks. He said there was
“about a 50-50 chance” for an agree-
ment before November.

agreement require that one side notify
the other about air and naval opera-

tions as well as ground exercises.

Western Nations’ Position

Western nations have rejected that
demand, saying naval and air activi-
ties that are not related to
movements should not be incl . At
the same time, Western nations have
said some information about naval and
air exercises that are connected with

maneuvers could be provided.

In his Jan. 13 arms proposal, how-
ever, Mr. Gorbachev backed away
from the previous Soviet demand re-
garding naval exercises, saying this
issue could be deferred for future con-
sideration. He did not say anything
about air exercises.

One expert said Mr. Gorbachev
“gave away something that has no
chance of being accepted.” Still, he
added, the concession may signal a
general

cord.

Despite this, experts say that there
are still some difficuit issues.

One important issue is verification.
‘Western nations have said any agree-
ment should provide for on-site inspec-
tion in case one side fears that the other
might be carrying out some unan-
nounced exercises. :

e
Soviet proposal that a limit of 40,000
soidiers be set for ground maneuvers.
Western nations have pointed out that
some North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion exercises involve far more sol-
diers.

The two sides are also far apart on
the issue of which military units shouid
be covered by an agreement. Western

nations say notification should be given
of maneuvers involving army divi-
sions. But Soviet divisions are smaller
than American divisions, and the
Soviet Union has said the notification
provisions shouid apply to a specific
nmmm&n dift .

Al S cant erences re-
main, Mr. Barry said that “there has

|been a very definite evolution in the
Soviet position’” over the last few:
years. : .



